
The Bloatarian Brewing League (BBL) 
is the original and largest organization 
of homebrewers in the Greater Cincin-
nati area. We are dedicated to the art and 
science of brewing better beers, and to the 
general appreciation of quality beers from 
all over the world. Our members range 
from the deeply-dedicated technophile, 
to the occasional brewer who just enjoys 
a good glass. Some of our members have 
even graduated to professional brewing. 
Our roster includes men and women, 
singles and couples, with ages ranging 
from 20’s to 70’s. All are united in their 
appreciation of a quality beer.

About Our Name
We owe our unique name to our founder, 
Ray Spangler (National Homebrewer of 
the Year, 1987). There is a history (and 
even mythology) behind the name. How-
ever, to learn more you must be a member 
and attend our annual secret ceremony to 
learn the awesome details!

The Bloatarian Brewing League is a  
member club of the German-American 
Citizens League of Greater Cincinnati 
(www.gacl.org) and the American Home-
brewers Association (www. beertown.org)

Club Events
The club promotes a number of events on 
both an annual and monthly basis.

Some of these include:
One of the premier homebrew competitions 
in the US, Beer and Sweat is the world’s 
original and largest KEG-ONLY competi-
tion. It is unique among homebrew competi-
tions, in that every attending brewer brings 
draft beer, and everyone has the chance to 
sample all of the entries.

Our other yearly competition is held in May. 
The Bloatarian Open is a club only event 
hosted, judged and entered by members of 
the club. 

Beer and Propane… Brewing in the country! 
Our annual camping event encourages mem-
bers to bring their brewery out of the house 
for a massive group brewing session. Tents, 
food, bonfires, and beer are capped by the an-
nual secret ceremony!

Experienced brewers often host open brew 
sessions at their house. Group brews are de-
signed to allow you to see how others in the 
club brew. It’s a great chance to learn from an 
established brewer, especially for those mak-
ing the leap from extract to all-grain brewing. 
It also allows members to meet in smaller, 
more personal groups in a relaxed setting.

The Bloatarian 
Brewing League
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www.bloatarian.org



Join!
Yes, I want to become the best homebrewer I can 
be, learn more about the art and science of brewing, 
and especially participate in the secret Bloatarian 
ceremonies! I certify that I am of legal age to con-
sume alcoholic beverages, with a sincere interest in 
homebrewing, and am willing to abide by the club 
bylaws and other reasonable decisions of the club 
officers. I promise to behave responsibly around al-
coholic beverages. By joining and/or attending BBL 
activities, I agree to take full responsibility for my 
own actions and waive any and all claims against 
club, club officers, members, or their designates.

I also have $24 ($2/mo) to spare, so sign me up!
Your annual dues include an electronic subscription 
to the Bloatarian Newsletter. (We will not use or sell 
your email address for anything other than official club 
communications.)

Name ____________________________

Address __________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________

Phone ____________________________

Email ____________________________

Signature _________________________
(required)

Return this form along with check 
(payable to the Bloatarian Brewing League) to:
Phillip Meyer, BBL Treasurer
6709 Devonwood Drive 
Cincinnati, OH 45224

You can also join at any Bloatarian event.

Bloatarian Brewing League Monthly Meetings:
Meetings are held on the third Friday of every 
month. The location changes occasionally.

Check our website for Meeting Locations!
www.bloatarian.org

Meetings start at 7:00 PM

Monthly meeting cover a wide range of topics. 
Some meeting formats are repeated on an  
annual basis such as Name That Beer!, March 
Beer Madness, the Bloatarian Open (Club 
members only) Competition, Beer & Sweat, 
Feast of Floatis Bloatus (Beer & Food)  and our 
Holiday Bash.

Other meetings concentrate on various aspects 
of homebrewing, including brewing techniques, 

equipment and ingredient discussions, 
style presentations (including 

tastings), other aspects of 
brewing or beer appreciation 
(including beer and food 
events) and general socializing. 

Members regularly bring samples 
of their latest and greatest beers for 

tasting and reviewing.

VISITORS AND PROSPECTIVE 
MEMBERS ARE WELCOME 

AT ALL MEETINGS. 

Feel free to come by and check us out!

Why Join a Club?
There are thousands of homebrewers in the 
US, but only a small fraction of them belong 
to a club. So what is it about a club that gets 
people to join? The primary benefit is the 
ability to interact with other brewers. 

This interaction occurs on a variety of levels:
The simplest is social, with activities 
planned around the hobby of homebrewing. 
Education is a big part. Meetings are a 
tremendous opportunity to taste and discuss 
beer with experienced brewers. You will 
learn about techniques and ingredients that 
will help you make better beer. The chance 
to taste other brewers' beers will surely 
expand your taste horizons. You may decide 
to enter competitions, or learn to judge 
for competition. The feedback you receive 
from a judge’s scoresheet 
will provide valuable 
information about 
your beer. 
While only 
a fraction of 
homebrewers 
belong to 
clubs, we 
daresay that 
the majority of the best 
homebrewers are in a club!

www.bloatarian.org


