
Article I - Purpose 

Section I-1 - Purpose 
The Bloatarian Brewing League is an educational and social organization dedicated to the 

enjoyment and promotion of the hobby of homebrewing. 

Section I-2 - Goals 
The goals of the club are to: 

A - engage in enjoyable social activities focused on homebrewing as a common 

foundation. 

B - learn more about beer, beer tasting, beer judging, and brewing techniques, 

based on sharing knowledge and experience. 

C - promote the responsible use of alcoholic beverages. 

Article II - Membership 

Section II-1 - Eligibility 
All persons of legal age to consume alcoholic beverages, with a sincere interest in 

homebrewing and willingness to abide by these bylaws and other reasonable decisions of 

the club officers, are eligible for membership. 

Section II-2 - Acceptance 
Eligible persons are accepted for membership upon application and as long as their 

annual dues remain current. 

Section II-3 - Rights and Liability of Members 
Each regular member of the club shall have the right to vote on club matters.  The 

members of the club shall not be liable for the debts or obligations of the club.  No 

member shall receive compensation for services rendered to the club except as otherwise 

approved by the officers of the club.  A club member may be reimbursed for expenses 

reasonably incurred on behalf of the club, if approved by the club officers. 



Section II-4 - Guests 
Members may bring guests to club meetings and functions.  It is anticipated that these 

guests will eventually join the club. 

Section II-5 - Membership Year 
The membership year of the club shall be the 12 month period beginning with payment of 

club dues. 

Section II-6 - Non-Discrimination 
Club membership shall not be denied to any individual on the basis of race, color, creed, 

national origin, or sex. 

Section II-7 - Hold Harmless 
My participation in this club is entirely voluntary.  I know that participation in club activities 

involves the consumption of an alcoholic beverage, and this may affect my perception and 

reactions.  I accept responsibility for my conduct, behavior, and actions, and absolve the 

Bloatarian Brewing League of responsibility for my conduct, behavior and actions.  

Participation includes any guests that may be present at club activities, wherever they 

may be held. 

Section II-8 - Types of Membership 
There are two types of membership in the club: 

A - Regular Members are those members in good standing whose dues are 

current. 

B - The officers of the club may offer complimentary membership to officers of other 

homebrew clubs, as well as to individuals and organizations.  Complimentary 

Members have the same status as Regular Members, but do not pay annual 

dues. 

Article III - Voting 

Section III-1 - Eligibility 
All regular club members who have dues currently paid up are eligible to vote. 



Section III-2 - Items Put to Vote 
The club's officers shall decide when and the kinds of issues to be voted on by the 

membership.  Any member may petition to any officer for issues to be brought to a vote. 

Section III-3 - Election Dates 
Regular elections are held biannually, in even-numbered years, with nominations at the 

October meeting, voting at the November meeting, and the new officers taking office in 

December.  Special elections may be held as determined by the club officers, with prior 

written notice provided to the membership. 

Section III-4 - Nominations 
Nominations shall be made by the nominating committee or by any regular member and 

seconded by another regular member. 

Section III-5 - Voting Method 
Voting is by controlled ballot.  This means a ballot will be available to regular members 

only. 

Article IV - Officers 

Section IV-1 - Officer Positions 
A - The following positions make up the list of elected officers: 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past President 

B - Other appointed positions may be established and abolished at any time by the 

elected officers. Ordinarily, these positions include Membership Chairman, 

Yeastmeister, Editor, etc. 

Section IV-2 - Officer Responsibilities 
President - This officer will normally conduct the meetings.  The president is 

responsible for securing the meeting place.  Often, the president is the one who 



plans the meetings and arranges for an interesting demonstration or discussion.  

The president reviews the financial records of the club quarterly or as needed. 

Vice President - This officer assists the president as necessary.  The vice 

president may organize the tasting portion of the meeting, ensuring that there is 

an adequate supply of beer. 

Secretary - This officer keeps the minutes of the meeting (if necessary), and may 

also edit and publish the club newsletter or meeting notices.  The secretary also 

maintains the official club membership list.  The secretary corresponds with 

other clubs and appropriate bodies. 

Treasurer - This officer handles the finances.  The treasurer collects dues and 

sees that they are deposited in the club's accounts.  The treasurer keeps the 

financial records. 

Past President - This officer assists the current officers as requested. 

Section IV-3 - Removal of Officers 
Any officer of the club may be removed by the vote of a majority of the regular members.  

Such a vote must be recommended by a club officer.  Notification to the membership that 

a special election will be held on the removal of an officer must be included in the regular 

notice of the monthly meeting. 

Section IV-4 - Officer Resignation 
Upon the resignation of an officer, the remaining officers shall select a person to take the 

responsibilities of the officer who left.  The selected person shall serve out the remainder 

of the resigned officer's term. 

Article V - Nonprofit Organization 

Section V-1 - Nonprofit Status 
The club is declared as a nonprofit organization.  This does not give it tax exemption 

status under the rules of the Unites States Internal Revenue Service (IRS) unless applied 

for and received at a later date. 



Article VI - Calendar Year & Dues 

Section VI-1 - Calendar 
Dues are paid annually.  The dues for all types of membership are set by the officers, with 

the approval of the membership. Dues may be paid in advance at the current rate. 

Section VI-2 - Financial Report 
The Treasurer shall report the financial status of the club in the treasurer's report at each 

meeting. 

Article VII - Meetings 

Section VII-1 - Meetings of Members 
Members shall meet monthly unless otherwise instructed by the club officers.  Monthly 

meetings are normally held on the third (3rd) Friday of each month. 

Section VII-2 - Meeting Procedure 
In transacting official business, efficiency and common sense will prevail.  In the event the 

presiding officer feels it necessary, the rules of parliamentary procedure contained in 

Roberts' Rules of Order shall generally govern the meeting. 

Article VIII - Contingency Fund 

Section VIII-1 - Fund 
A contingency fund may be established and maintained by the Treasurer to cover 

unexpected expenses or losses of the association.  The amount of the fund shall be 

established by the club officers. 

Article IX - By-Law Acceptance Changes 

Section IX-1 - Acceptance 
These bylaws are accepted at the time of adoption by a majority vote of registered 

members. 



Section IX-2 - Procedure for Changes 
Any regular member may petition for a change in the bylaws.  When changes are 

suggested, the petition must be presented in writing and introduced at a regular meeting 

of the club.  The proposed changes shall be published in the newsletter and will be voted 

on at the next regular club meeting, provided a 30 day waiting period has been met.  A 

vote of the majority of the club's current regular members who are eligible to vote 

according to these bylaws must approve a bylaw change. 

Amendments: 
1. Article VI, Section VI-1 is amended to place membership and dues payments on a 12-

month basis instead of a calendar year basis. Membership shall commence in the 

month of first payment of dues, and shall expire 12 months later. Renewal dues may 

be paid at any time, in 12-month increments. This amendment shall be effective on 

February 1st, 1994. Voted into effect at Dec. 1993 meeting. 

2. Article III, Section III-3 is amended to change elections of officers to every two years 

instead of annually. This amendment shall be effective with the November 1994 

elections. Voted into effect at Oct. 1994 meeting. 

3.  Article IV, Section 3 is replaced with the following text, explicitly permitting removal of 

general members in addition to removal of officers from their elected positions. 

Section IV-3 - Removal of Members 

A - Any officer of the club may be removed by the vote of a majority of the regular 

members. Such a vote must be recommended by a club officer. Notification to the 

membership that a special election will be held on the removal of an officer must be 

included in the regular notice of the monthly meeting. 

B - Any member of the club may be removed by a unanimous vote of the club officers. 

Such a vote must be recommended by a club officer. No refund of dues will be 

provided to any member removed. In the event of removal from club membership, 

the former member will not be welcome at any club activities or events. It is the 

responsibility of the President, or his designate, to inform a person who has been 

removed from the club in this manner. Once expelled from the club, a person may 

ask the officers for permission to rejoin the club. A unanimous vote of the officers is 

required for readmission. 


